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This program is partially funded by a grant from the Delaware Humanities Forum, a state  

program of  the National Endowment for the Humanities. Non-profit groups and 

 organizations offering public humanities programming in the state of  Delaware are  

eligible for DHF grants.  
  

The Delaware Humanities Forum promotes the humanities by providing an assortment of   

resource to the people of  Delaware. Our programs, which include grants to nonprofit  

organizations, educational outreach and special projects, are designed to bring the public together 

with humanities specialists. Our network links cultural, educational and civic 

 institutions statewide, and focuses on issues of  public interest and concern.  
  

For additional information or to learn more visit our website.  

www.dhf.org  

or call (302) 657-0650 
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November 14, 2015          

 

Conference Participants, 

I greet you in the name of God who is Eternal and Creator of us all. 

 

Welcome to Hope, Opportunity and Race: Breaking the Prison and Poverty Connection. This is a conference designed to address 
continued systemic racism and how it has undermined not only black and brown communities but society as a whole.  It is ap-
proximately 50 years since the Civil Rights Movement, and matters of racism and discrimination, seem to be getting worse ra-
ther than better.  One of the ways it’s getting worse is through mass incarceration and the “criminalization” of Black and Brown 
people.  The problem is thoroughly explained by Michelle Alexander in her book The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the 
Age of Colorblindness. 

 

We have come to this place after several church, faith-based and civic organizations discussed Alexander’s book.  The Coalition 
to Dismantle the New Jim Crow was birthed out of those discussions.  I am both humbled and honored to be thought of as one 
of the founders of this coalition and movement along with my colleague Rev. Paula Maiorano.  However, we believe it is more 
than our leading, but it was and is a move of God’s Holy Spirit.  The Coalition is more than just an organization; it is a movement.  
The conference today is more than a mere discussion, but will be a catalyst for bringing together organizations, municipalities, 
persons in position of influence, and people in general to bring about the dismantling of racism and discrimination.  

 

I thank God for the work of The Coalition.  The work we do today will not dissolve in the presentations and discussion of today.  
There has been enough talk about these issues with no subsequent action to bring about a change.  Our ultimate goal for to-
day’s conference is to come away with some action steps that will bring about a transformation in our society.  Also, after today 
we pray a foundation has been put down for groups and individuals to work together for justice for all.  There is a favorite Bible 
verse of the church that says God requires us to “do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God” (Micah 6:6-8).  This or-
ganization, and subsequently this conference is doing just that. 

 

Finally, thank you for being here today.  It is often said if you are not willing to be part of the solution then you are part of the 
problem.  Thank you for being part of the solution to the issues we will talk about today, and may God bless you. 

 

May God grant His grace and bless the work we do here today. 

 

Rev. Lawrence Michael Livingston 

 



  

 

November 14, 2015 

 

 

Hello and Welcome to All: 

 

Thank you so much for supporting and participating in our conference Hope, Opportunity, and Race. We 
value your presence and invite you to be a part of our coalition, if you are not already. 
 
The Coalition to Dismantle the New Jim Crow includes people of different faith, races, cultures, and  
incomes working together to end the conditions that sustain generational poverty and incarceration of the 
poor.   
 

The conference is planned to increase understanding of the root causes of the problems, expand our net-

work of change seekers, and lead to recommendations for action, which will then be planned and carried 

out. It will not be easy to change systems and structures that create injustice, nor remove barriers which 

block  

opportunities.  It is however achievable, if we work together as allies for justice.  

 

While the problems are complex, transformation is possible. Please join in the work. The time to act is 

now. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

 

The Reverend Paula A. Maiorano 

First Unitarian Church of Wilmington 

  

 

 

The Delaware Coalition to Dismantle the New Jim Crow advocates for solutions to racial discrimination  

and institutional policies and systems that place minorities and impoverished communities at a disadvantage  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

                   c/o First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, 730 Halstead Road, Wilmington, DE 19803 (302) 478-2384  



  

 

Conference Speakers 

                                                      

            Mr. Coley Harris and Son 

 

Mr. Coley Harris has been a youth intervention specialist for 18 years. He has worked with ad-

judicated and non-adjudicated youth through the nationally acclaimed Project Aware program. 

Mr. Harris has also worked with several re-entry initiatives including Strength through Strug-

gle, a released offenders support group. He co-founded both the My Brother’s Keeper Mentor-

ing program and of Out of the Ashes, an artistic healing experience presented in the form of a 

dramatization of the reconciliation process with his son.     

                      

 

  Dr. Karl Alexander 

 

 

Dr. Karl Alexander is the retired chairperson and John Dewey Professor of Sociology, at 

Johns Hopkins University. In 1982, he and colleague Doris Entwisle began directing the Bal-

timore-based Beginning School Study (BSS), a long-term study of youth development with a 

particular interest in the lasting imprint of early home and school experiences. The study 

tracked the progress of 800 Baltimore youngsters beginning in first grade in 20 Baltimore 

city public schools. Dr. Alexander will discuss findings from Race, Poverty and the Implica-

tions on Urban Youth, a 25 year study on the impact of poverty on high school age chil-

dren—and how it relates to current conditions.  



  

 

  

                                          

    Keynote Speaker:   

              Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu  

Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu is an educational consultant with African-American Images in Illinois. 

He is constantly on the lecture circuit with over thirty different workshops, addressing stu-

dents, parents, teachers, and community residents in pre-schools elementary schools, high-

schools, colleges, and churches. He has also served as a consultant to many urban school dis-

tricts. Dr. Kunjufu is the author of 33 books including:  Countering the Conspiracy to Destroy 

Black Boys, Motivating Black Youth to Work, Children Are the Reward of Life, and To Be Pop-

ular or Smart: The Black Peer Group. The motivational speaker and Morgan State University 

graduate has dedicated himself to uplifting African-American communities.  

 

                   

 

   

 

                          Dr. Yasser Payne  

Dr. Yasser Payne was born and raised in New York’s Harlem community. 

He is an Associate Professor in the Black American Studies Department at 

the University of Delaware. Dr. Payne completed his doctoral work at the 

Graduate Center-City University of New York where he was trained as a 

social-personality psychologist. He also completed a post-doctoral fellow-

ship funded by the National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIH-NIDA) where he worked on a re-

entry and intervention based research project in New York City’s largest jail, Rikers Island.  

The project was designed to reduce: (1) recidivism, (2) drug use, and (3) other risky behavior 

leading to HIV/AIDS.  

                                                                                  

  Mr. Keith James 
 

 

Mr. Keith James is a founder of  Voices for Voiceless, a community 

organization that promotes non-violence, prevents drug abuse, and 

provides advocacy for the community's youth. He urges Delaware-

ans to engage young people and allow them to participate in leader-

ship roles more often. In addition to his work with Voices for the 

Voiceless, James is a youth engagement assistant at United Way of Delaware and attends Del-

aware Technical and Community College. Photo: © EDORE PHOTOGRAPHY 



  

 

 

 

“Opportunity and Race:  Breaking the Poverty Prison Connection” 
  

8:30-9:00 a.m.  Registration  

 

9:00-9:15 a.m.   Michelle Alexander, video - Impact of the War on Drugs, author of  

   The New Jim Crow 

  

9:15-9:18 a.m.  Musical Selection “Lift Every Voice and Sing” by Michael Allen 

 

9:18-9:35 a.m. Welcome Rev. Ruben McElrath, master of ceremonies   

Rev. Paula Maiorano 

Rev. Dr. Lawrence Livingston 

 

9:35-9:55 a.m.  Introduction and Presentation, Dr. Karl Alexander, research professor, So-

ciology Department, Johns Hopkins University, “Race, Poverty and the 

Implications on Urban Youth”   

 

9:55-10:20 a.m.  Coley Harris and Son “Out of Ashes,” dramatic presentation  

 

10:20-10:35 a.m. Break/Spoken Word Pieces—Keith Tucker and Friends/Hakeem Miles 

 

10:35-11:10 a.m. Introduction and Presentation, Dr. Yasser Payne, associate professor, 

Black American Studies Department, University of Delaware, “Structural 

Racism Revisited: The Nasty Intersection of Economic  

 Violence and the Criminal Justice System”  
 

11:10-11:30 a.m.  Keith James - From the Community  

 

11:30-11:33 a.m.  James Johnson of Career Team, Job Opportunity Announcement   

 

11:33-11:40 a.m. Morning Sessions End-Lunch Instructions 

 

11:40-12:15 p.m. Lunch/Discussion 

   Musical Selection—Michael Allen 

   Spoken Word Pieces—Hakeem Miles/Keith Tucker and Friends 



  

 

 

 

12:15-12:25 p.m. Remarks Governor Jack Markell  

     Senator Chris Coons  

 

12:40-1:30 p.m. Introduction of  Keynote Speaker, Rev. Dr. Terrence Keeling; presentation 

Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu, president African American Images, “Strong Fami-

lies and Economic Self-Sufficiency —Black Empowerment” 

 

1:30-1:45 p.m.  Workshop Instructions / Break  

 

1:45-3:15 p.m. Afternoon Workshops   

 

 

3:15-3:30 p.m. Break  

 

3:30-4:00 p.m. Workshop Recap and Path Forward, Closing  

 

WORKSHOPS SUBJECT MATTER 

EXPERTS 

FACILITATORS 

EMPLOYMENT--FROM EMPLOYERS’ VIEWPOINT 

  

EMPLOYMENT--FROM THE EMPLOYEE’S 

                        VIEWPOINT 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM REFORMS 

  

POLICING / COMMUNITY INTERFACE 

Doris Griffin 

  

  

Pat Troy Brook 

  

  

William Deely 

  

  

Hanifa Shabazz 

  

  

Troy Farmer 

  

  

Shannon Griffin 

  

  

Kathleen McCrae 

  

  

Patricia Downing 

Conference Committee 

Rev. Ruben McElrath and Charles Singleton, Co-Chairpersons 

Joyce Bembrey     Ayanah Jenkins    Joan Priest 

Faye Bonneau     Frances Livingston   Rev. Dr. Richard Speck 

Portia Brewer     Rev. Lawrence Livingston   Dr. Marcia Taylor  

Brian Coleman     Rachel Livingston    Shandell Thomas-Baisden 

Seetha Coleman-Kammula    Jeffrey Lott    Eugene Young                  

Rev. Patricia Downing    Rev. Paula Maiorano    

Terry Dykstra     Rourke Moore     

Michelle Greene     Marie Oakburg       

                                 Visit our website:endnewjimcrowde.org 
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602 N. Washington Street, Wilmington, DE 19801 
Phone: (302) 571-8596 / Fax: (302) 571-8569 

Website: www.templeunitedchurch.org 

Email: tucone333apostle@aol.com 

We, the leaders, members, and the pastor of the Temple United, Inc. are elated to 

add our name to this event. It is our prayer that it will empower, enlighten, and 

inspire all people to participate in the “Dismantling the New Jim Crow” initiative.  

It is also our prayer that this public forum will produce a “Breaking of the Poverty 

and Prison Connection.” 

“To God Be the Glory for such an event!” 

In Solidarity, 

Apostle, Dr. John T. Graham, Founder and Pastor 

mailto:tucone333apostle@aol.com?subject=Contact%20Us


  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Donors to Hope, Opportunity and Race 

We thank you for your generous support for the  

Coalition to Dismantle the New Jim Crow and today’s event! 

$10,000 or more 
Delaware Health & Human Services 

Delaware Humanities Foundation 

$1,000 or more 

Anonymous individuals 

Delaware Human Relations Commission 

E.I. DuPont de Nemours and Co. 

Episcopal Church of Saints Andrew & Matthew 

First and Central Presbyterian Church 

First Unitarian Church of Wilmington  

Mother African Union Church 

Rev. Paula & Giovanni Maiorano 

Speer Trust of the New Castle Presbytery 

Trinity Episcopal Parish 

Unitarian Universalist Society of Mill Creek 

United Distributors of Delaware, LLC 

United Way of Delaware 

Additional Support  
Alice Reilly 

ACLU-Delaware 

Anonymous Individuals 

Congregation Beth Emeth 

Delmarva Power 

Joan and John Priest 

Mary Starkweather-White 

Quintin E. Primo, Jr. Fund for Racial Justice 

Senator Melanie George Smith 

Temple United Church Inc. 

Trustees of Color 

            Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Visit our website:  www.endnewjimcrowde.org 



  

 

Mission Statement 
"To improve the quality of life for Delaware's citizens by 

promoting health and well-being, fostering self-sufficiency, 
and protecting vulnerable populations." 

Vision Statement 
"Together we provide quality services as we create a better 

future for the people of Delaware." 


