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1.  How/why did you get involved with the Delaware Coalition to Dismantle the New Jim Crow? 

My experience as a volunteer in Delores Baylor and Howard Young prisons, as well as my experience as 

Founder of Second Chances of Delaware prison reentry program allowed me to see the inequities in 

Delaware’s criminal justice system first hand.  The research developed and presented in Michelle 

Alexander’s book, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness resonated with 

my experience.  I was a participant on IMAC’s (Interdenominational Minister’s Action Council) Economic 

and Social Justice Committee, and joined with Rev Dr. Lawrence Livingston to develop the book study 

groups for multi- racial houses of faith out of which the interfaith Coalition was formed. 

2. Why is the conference important? 

The conference will bring together those experiencing the problems of mass incarceration and poverty, 

religious leaders, policy makers, including the governor, and young people in a way that will both inform 

and provide opportunities to participate in proposals for positive change in the criminal justice system 

and employment readiness and employment – not just at the conference but afterwards as well.    

 

3. How can the conference benefit Delaware communities? 

This one-day public forum will review the historical and contemporary patterns of racism and poverty in 
Delaware in order to transform unjust systems, especially those leading to inequality in hiring, 
promotion and a justice system that produce a disparate incarceration of poor and minority populations.  
It will explore issues related to community wellbeing to include employment, (which includes better 
education and job readiness,) economic development, and civic responsibility.    
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4. What would you like to see happen as a result of the conference? 

The conference will include afternoon workshops designed to define projects and action plans to 

address factors related to these issues.  They are Employment / Justice System / Police –Community 

Interface.  Products from these workshops will become the bases for our 2016 change initiatives. It is my 

hope that conference participants will swell the ranks of those of us committed to racial justice, to 

breaking down barriers that maintain generational oppression and poverty, and envision and create fair 

and just treatment and opportunity for all of Delaware’s citizens. 

 

5. Additional statement about the forum.... 

To paraphrase Dr. Martin Luther King: If you are not part of the solution, you are part of the 

problem.  Please join us in this transforming work.  
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The Delaware Coalition to Dismantle the New Jim Crow advocates for solutions to racial discrimination 
and institutional policies and systems that place minorities and impoverished communities at a disadvantage 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
c/o First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, 730 Halstead Road, Wilmington, DE 19803 (302) 478-2384  

 


