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What did you miss?  

 Celebrate Black History Month with the Jane and Littleton Mitchell Center for African American 

Heritage at the Delaware History Museum. 

 Stand up for black and brown English Language Learners! 

 #StayWoke: Local activists offer guidance to advancing the anti-racist movement 

 

Celebrate Black Heritage: The Untold History of Delaware 

Dr. Angela Winand, Head of the Jane and Littleton Mitchell Center for African American Heritage 

 

Dr. Winand told us about the new African American history exhibit at the Delaware History Museum. 

 What is it? The new, permanent exhibit has two parts: Discover Delaware and Journey to 

Freedom. Discover Delaware gives a thematic overview of Delaware history. Journey to 

Freedom showcases African American History from different perspectives, using three themes: 

Resistance, Freedom Seeking, Civil Rights.  

 Why you should care: It is YOUR history. Visitors who come to the new exhibit will leave with a 

new appreciation of Delaware’s Black history, understand its relevance to today, and see how 

our history is multifaceted and meaningful. 

 How to get involved: Churches and students welcome! Delaware History Museum is located on 

504 North Market Street Wilmington, Delaware, and is open to the public Wed-Sat from 11AM 

to 4PM. Check out the website for free programming and admission information. 

Delaware grossly underserves English language learners 

Terry Richards, Delaware Hispanic Commission 

Terry Richards offered a brief understanding of how English Language Learners in the state of Delaware 

are being grossly underserved by the school system. She dispelled some myths, including the idea that 

all English learners speak Spanish, and that they all immigrate from a Latino or Hispanic country. In fact, 

many are native born, and travel to Delaware from other states. Amongst English language learning 

students, there are more than 100 different languages spoke from all over the globe. The problem is: 

 We don’t provide funding for these students—and it is hurting them. Many of these students 

are black and brown, and not only face racial discrimination, but also language discrimination. 

They are in need of funds. The state government has yet to act on funding reform. Students like 

these are getting the supports they need to succeed in school or life. 

 They are one of the most vulnerable groups of high need students. Every district has English 

learners, and they aren’t getting the attention they need because there aren’t enough people to 

help them learn. Again, this is a problem with funding. 

 We ALL have an obligation to stand for English language learners. We need to demand 

education funding reform so that high need students like these are getting equitable 

http://dehistory.org/our-sites/8-home-page/visit-us/our-sites/2-delaware-history-museum


educational opportunity. Get involved: Delaware Hispanic Commission has an Advocacy Toolkit 

to help you learn more and take a stand for English Learners. 

 

Where do we go from here? #Staywoke 

Four active community members shared their perspectives on the issue of racism, being part of the 

solution, and calling on allies. Here are the big takeaways. 

Solidarity: Together we can’t be stopped 

Linda Lucero, Race and Racism Committee of the Coalition to Dismantle the New Jim Crow 

 

After sharing some of her experiences protesting over the past few weeks, Linda offered her take on 

current events, and the way in which she sees people coming together for despite different causes. 

People are showing up—and they are showing up for each other. They are asking, “What can we do?” It 

is about solidarity, fusion politics, intersectionality… collective liberation. You can’t just end one 

oppression, you have to end all oppression. You can stand for your own cause, and others’ causes. It’s 

about listening and learning from one another. 

A recipe for effective anti-racism: Honesty, Faith, Allies, and Self-care 

Reverend Shanika Perry, Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 

 

After expressing her own pain about the banning of Muslim immigrants, Reverend Perry offered us a 

thought-provoking question about the ensuing protests: Where was the out-cry for black lives? She 

expressed her support for immigrants and reminded us that we must continue to fight against racism. 

She thanked the Coalition for providing her the space to share her frustrations and then offered some 

words of advice on how to cope and be effective during these hard times.  

Just like your body, your spirit needs nourishment and exercise too. Think of it like the Food Pyramid or 

the Eat Well Plate.  

- Fruit and vegetables nourish your body and are necessary for important vitamins and nutrients. 

The equivalent of that is forgiveness and honest conversation. We need to be able to forgive 

ourselves, and others. Honest conversation—like vegetables—doesn’t always feel good, but is a 

necessity.  

- One third of the diet is starches— carbs that are meant to sustain your energy. Your faith 

system—whatever that is—will give you the strength and energy needed to persist in the 

movement. 

- The dairy portion of your diet is meant to provide you with calcium—which fortifies your bones. 

We need allies, ones that look like us and ones that don’t, to help fortify our movement. Allies 

come in the form of foot soldiers and funders. They are essential to any movement.  

- Then there are the meats and proteins. Some meats are good for you, others not so much. The 

same goes for open dialogue. Knowing when, where, and how much makes a difference. Open 

dialogue and spaces for mutual understanding are very important to a safe and effective anti-

racist activism. 

http://hispanic.delaware.gov/
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- Finally, there are fats and sugars. These can be good and fun, but there are some unhealthy 

aspects to them. Compare this to our humanity. Humanity is inherently good, but not always. 

Just like you must respect and acknowledge the power of fats and sugars, you must do so with 

humanity, for both the good parts, and dark side.  

- No diet is complete without proper exercise and sleep. If we are going do this right, we need to 

wake up and stay woke. Every day we need to work to dismantle racism. 

Reflections from the heart 

Reverend Lyle Dykstra, Limestone Presbyterian Church 

 

Reverend Dykstra shared his personal story of more than three decades of anti-racist activism, and then 

gave a few reflections and advice. 

- God loves us.  

- We must respond to injustice.  

- The church can be a means of change. We have to resist, on local levels, resist violence and be 

active participants in change.. 

It is Time for Racial Reconciliation: Step Up, Speak Out 

Larry Morris, Resident 

 

Larry gave witness to his understanding of the persistence of racism, and one of the reasons why it has 

not been solved. He called on white people to take a stand and speak out.  

White folks need to step up and speak out. When white people don’t speak out, black people assume one 

of two things: either you agree with what is going on, or you are afraid of offending other white people. 

White silence creates a distrust. There is plenty of evidence of white people and black people getting 

along. But there are tactics used to pull us apart. We need to rebuild trust. We need more listening, 

dialogue, and reconciliation. 


