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Why Reform Bail?
Defendants with resources are released—
regardless of their threat to public safety—
while those without resources are detained
and suffer its damaging effects, even if they
were arraigned only for a petty crime.
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Black and Latino detainees spend
more than a week longer in jail on
average than whites when they
cannot make bail.
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Delaware needs to take money out of the
equation, because the bail system unfairly
burdens the poor and people of color.
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In Delaware, nearly
of people
arrested have to pay money (bail) in order to be
released before trial. Most of them can’t pay,
are detained before trial, and are less likely
to get out of jail.
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The longer a person is detained pre-trial, the worse the
toll on the family. Families living from paycheck to paycheck can’t afford even the lowest bail.
The more pre-trial time one spends in jail, the more likely they are to return
to jail in the future.
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Being jailed for 2-3 days increases
one’s chance of returning to jail
within two years by 17%. A detention
in jail for 8-14 days triples that chance (51%). Detainees are twice as likely
to plead guilty, be convicted, and become incarcerated when they can’t make bail.
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Pretrial detention obstructs employment, the ability to
pay bills, and taking care of younger and older family
members.
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Delaware can fix this broken bail system.
The next step is a constitutional amendment.
HB 204, the foundation for the way forward, was passed with success! The next step is a
constitutional amendment and supporting legislation. Be prepared to contact your Delaware
State Senator and then State Representative to say “YES” to the constitutional amendment
that will facilitate bail and pretrial modernization in the First State.
For more information on Delaware’s bail system and bail reform, check out endnewjimcrowde.org.

